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Calendar of Events

November 15-17, 2006 
2006-2007 TAGT State 
Conference in Austin
www .txgifted.or g

November 18, 2006
TAGT Parent Day

November 28, 2006
RRTAGA  General Meeting

Saturday, Feb. 3, 2007 
Summer Enrichment Fair

Saturday, March 24, 2007 
TAG Conference and Parent 
Symposium co-sponsored by 
RRISD and RRTAGA

RRTAGA Board Meetings
November 8" " March 7
December 13"" April 1 1
January 10" " May 9
February 21

RRTAGA  
General Meeting

Tuesday, November 28, 2006
6:30pm Ð 8:30pm

Old Hopewell Building

Save the date!  The Round Rock TAG Association is holding its next  
general meeting the end of November.  Join us, Tuesday, November 
28th from 6:30pm until 8:30pm at the Old Hopewell Building lo -
cated in front of the Round Rock ISD Administrative Building.  

The meetingsÕ topics will include: 

¥ an awareness session on the Lexile Framework for Reading, 

¥ a presentation by Traci Guidry fr om the Duke University T al-
ent IdentiÞcation Program.! ÒThe Duke TIP helps gifted stu-
dents and their families Þnd out how advanced the studentsÕ 
abilities tr uly are.Ó! See more at www .tip.duke.edu .

¥ and another awareness session on The Texas State Plan for the 
Education of Gifted/T alented Students, a document that all 
parents of TAG students should know and have.  

Throughout the evening, RRTAGA  board members will also con-
duct mini pr esentations on the SENG Gifted Ed website, a book re-
view on Parenting Gifted Kids by Jim Delisle, and door prizes for a 
few lucky meeting participants!  
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RRTAGA  Board Members 2006-2007
The Round Rock TAG Association is an organization made up of par ents, teachers, and community mem-
bers.  Without the voluntary ef forts of RRTAGA  members on our executive board, RRTAGA  would not exist!   
Please take a minute to review the list of board members while noting that some positions still r emain va-
cant.  If you are interested in serving on this year Õs board, and are a member in good standing, please 
contact Shannon Sherwood at 238-6324 or email at ssherwood@austin.rr.com.

President" " Shannon Sherwood

VP Programs" " Raine Maggio

VP Membership"" Dianne Sonnenberg

Secretary" " VACANT

Treasurer" " Ken Fox

Newsletter Editor " Meredith Denton-Hedrick

Librarian " " Dee Ruether

Dir ector of Education" Kathy Fox

Parliamentarian" " " Na-Shuang Freeburg

Scholarships Chair" " Sandy VanTilbur g

Communtity Resour ces/
Ways and Means" " " VACANT

Public Relations" " " VACANT

Web Master"" " " Blake Freeburg

Legislative/Policy Chair " VACANT

RRISD TAG Dir ector" " Michelle Swain

Lexi l e Reading Levels:  M atching Readers to Text

Have you ever wonder ed how to Þnd and provide good books that are at an 
appropriate reading level for your child?  Do you know your childÕs r eading level?  

Were you aware that the spring 2006 TAKS ConÞdential Student Report (for 
Reading and ELA) began reporting a new reading measure for each student?  

At the next general meeting of the Round Rock TAG Association, board members 
will pr esent a short session on the Lexile Framework for Reading.  You will learn 

how to Þnd your childÕs Lexile Reading Level as reported on the 2006 TAKS ConÞdential Student Report 
that was sent home to all parents.  

We will brießy deÞne the Lexile measure and scale, and discuss why this framework might be more 
meaningful than grade Òleveling.Ó  You will learn a new way to manage your childÕs reading 
comprehension, and quickly Þnd books and articles that are just right for successful reading using the Lexile 
database located online at www .lexile.com.  

If you continue to wonder if series like Harry Potter , or The Chronicles of Narnia  are too challenging, or 
not challenging enough, then donÕt miss the next RRTAGA  General Meeting scheduled for T uesday, 
November 28th, from 6:30pm-8:30pm.

R O U N D  R O C K  T A G  A S S O C I A T I O N
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Your contribution through RRTAGA membership and 
participation adds your voice to our advocacy efforts and 
keeps you informed with our monthly newsletters, up-
dated website, informative student and parent events, 
and more.  At this time, RRTAGA is still in need of volun-
teer members to fill positions on our executive board.  
Open positions include, but are not limited to, secretary, 
ways and means, public relations, and legislative/ policy 
chair.  

RRTAGA also needs your help in helping distribute the 
TAGline Newsletter, event/ meeting flyers, and other 
critical information regarding TAG programs.  

There are also campus-based volunteer opportunities. As 
a campus-based representative 
you offer important feedback and 
input that meets the needs of 
your TAG program.  And one 
more reason that you are needed 
at the campus level; your TAG 
teachers need you! 

This school year promises to be 
an exciting time for TAG parents 
to get involved.  First, the Texas 
Association for the Gifted & Tal-
ented (TAGT) will hold its annual 
conference for educators and parents in November.  This 
is a wonderful opportunity to network with TAG educa-
tors and parents from around the state, and attend some 
very informative sessions.  In fact, some of these sessions 
are designed for both parents and students!  ItÕs also a 
great way to begin your holiday shopping at the variety 
of vendors that offer innovative games, books, and other 
unique stuff.  For more information, visit 

www.txgifted.org. 

DonÕt miss TAGT Parent Day on November 18th!  
RRTAGA has partnered with the TAGT Hospitality 
Committee to offer our support the morning of Parent 
Day.  We need your help!  We are looking for volunteers 
to help with onsite registration at the Austin Convention 
Center on November 18th..   Please contact Dee Ruether at  
238-7192, or email ruethers@sbcglobal.net to get in-
volved!  

After the state elections in November, itÕs time for our 
elected officials to get down to business in Austin.  The 
80th Legislature will convene this January for another 
round of policy-making.  The RRTAGA organization is in 
desperate need of someone to fill the Legislative/ Policy 

Chair.  This would entail keeping 
an eye on educational issues and 
bills that relate to statewide TAG 
programs, and disseminating in-
formative information to our 
membership.  The wonderful 
people at TAGT in Austin, located 
downtown, are easy to work with 
on these issues.  With their guid-
ance and assistance, this is an in-
teresting, fun, and very important 
position!  Any takers?  Please con-
tact Shannon Sherwood at 238-

6324 or ssherwood@austin.rr.com.  

We are also helping to organize and plan one of the re-
gionÕs larger events for TAG educators and parents.   
This March, RRISD will again host a TAG conference that  
will offer sessions to teachers, parents, and students from 
around the central Texas area.  As we begin to survey 
parent members for feedback, please help by completing 
and submitting a survey of needs form that will be dis-
tributed to all RRTAGA members during the month of 
November.   You are important to maintaining, building, 
and improving the RRTAGA.  

R O U N D  R O C K  T A G  A S S O C I A T I O N
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Is the existence of RRISDÕs talented and 
gifted pr ogram important to you?

If so, become a member of the Round Rock TAG Association (RRTAGA) and join in 
supporting and promoting the education of talented and gifted students.  

We need your membership AND part i cipat ion.  What  can you do?

mailto:XXXXXXXX@XXXXX.com
mailto:XXXXXXXX@XXXXX.com
mailto:ssherwood@austin.rr.com
mailto:ssherwood@austin.rr.com


2006 TAGT Legacy BookTM Award Winners
The national TAGT Legacy BookTM Awards honor outstanding books published in the United States that 
have long-term potential for positively inßuencing the lives of gifted childr en and/or youth and contribute 
to the understanding, well-being, education, and success of students with gifts and/or talents.!!A wards, 
based on target audiences, are presented in the following categories:! Childr en, Educator, Parent/Family , 
Scholar, Youth.

The winning authors and publishing companies will be given their awar ds during the First General Session 
at the TAGT Annual Confer ence in Austin, Texas on Thursday, November 16th.

Children
Amelia to Zora: 
Twenty-six Women 
Who Changed the 
World, 
Charlesbridge 
Publishing

Cynthia Chin-Lee

Educators
Designing Services and Programs for 
High-Ability Learners, Corwin Press

Jeanne H Purcell, Rebecca D. Eckert

Educating Gifted Students in Middle 
School, Prufrock Press

Susan Rakow, PhD

Parent/Family
Losing Our 
Minds 

Great Potential 
Press, Inc.

Deborah L. Ruf, 
Ph.D.

Scholar
Methods and 
Materials for 
Teaching the 
Gifted, Second 
Edition, 
Prufrock Press

Frances A 
Karnes, Suzanne 

M Bean
Youth
Empowered 
Girls, Prufrock 
Press

Frances A 
Karnes, Kristen R 
Stephens

Book  Rev i ew 
Parenting Gifted Kids T ips for Raising Happy and Successful Childr en 

by Dr . James Delisle

Written by Dr . Jim Delisle, Parenting Gifted Kids: Tips for Raising Happy and Successful 
Children (ISBN 1-59363-179-0) offers an engaging perspective on raising gifted chil-
dren. Delisle offers 10 practical tips to parenting gifted kids.  Topics include under -
standing a child's giftedness, working with the school system, dealing with perfec -

tionism in gifted kids, being adult r ole models for childr en, building a childÕs char-
acter, and helping kids achieve their goals and dreams. Delisle draws on his own experience as a parent of a 
gifted child and teacher of the gifted. (Review courtesy of the Texas Association for the Gifted and Talented.)

Parenting Gifted Kids: Tips for Raising Happy and Successful Children is available from Prufr ock Press for $16.95. 
For more information, contact Prufr ock Press, P.O. Box 8813, Waco, TX 76714, (800) 998-2208, 
www .prufr ock.com.

Dr. Jim Del isle i s a professor of  Education at Kent State Universi ty in Ohio, and author of  more than 
200 arti cles and 11 books on gi f ted education.  Dr. Del i sle w i l l  provide the keynote address, ÒFrom the 

Inside-Out: Parenting Gi f ted K ids for Emotional  Wel l -BeingÓ at the 2006 TAGT Conference Fami ly 
Day on Saturday, November 18. 

R O U N D  R O C K  T A G  A S S O C I A T I O N
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RRTAGA  needs your help! 
Parent volunteers are needed to help at 

TAGT Family Day
November 18, 2006

Austin Convention Center
9:00 a.m. - 2:30 p.m.

We are looking for volunteers to help with onsite r egistration at the Austin Convention 
Center on November 18th..   Please contact Dee Ruether at 238-7192, 

or email ruethers@sbcglobal.net to get involved! 

Keynote Speaker

Dr. Jim Delisle

ÒFrom the Inside-Out: Parenting Gifted Kids for Emotional W ell-BeingÓ

Sessions & Workshops

Featuring nationally known pr esenters sharing cutting-edge 
strategies and techniques for challenging todayÕs gifted youth.

Exhibitors

Dozens of booths offering a variety of gifted education books and pr oducts.  
Exciting hands-on activities for par ents & childr en!

Register Today!

Single Registration $49

Family Rate (2 adults and 4 children) $79 

( 512 )  499 - 8248

R O U N D  R O C K  T A G  A S S O C I A T I O N
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RRTAGA Membership Form
School Year 2006-2007

  Name  ________________________________________________________________________  Renewal _________  New _________

  Addr ess  _______________________________________________________________________________________________________

  Home phone  ________________________Email addr ess  _____________________________________________________________

Please list school-age children enrolled in the T AG program

  Name  ___________________________________________________    Grade  _________School  _____________________________

  Name  ___________________________________________________    Grade  _________School  _____________________________

  Name  ___________________________________________________    Grade  _________School  _____________________________

Membership dues: $15 per family per year .  Make check payable to RRTAGA.
Mail form and check to RR TAGA  Membership, 15008 Solera Dr., Austin, TX  78717

R O U N D  R O C K  T A G  A S S O C I A T I O N
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Round Rock Talented and Gifted Association
15008 Solera Dr.
Austin, TX  78717

Time to renew your membership if you haven’t already!
The RRTAGA  supports gifted education for students in the Round Rock ISD.  The $15 yearly family 

membership is our only sour ce of income and is used to produce newsletters, student scholarships, and 
activity days for students.  Please renew your membership to the RRTAGA  and help make all this possible.  

Thank you!


